Spring, 2006 NETA Assembly – Break-out Committee on Finance Agenda

There were 17 members of the Assembly who participated in discussion of the agenda items to be discussed by the Conference Committee on Finance.  At the beginning of the sharing session chairperson presented an overview of the Fellowship finances and obligations against our Reserve Fund (attached) and shared a copy of the Finance Report given by Vince Keefe at the SW Regional Forum in Rogers, AR.  A synopsis of the discussion and comments regarding each item follows:

A.  Discuss the draft “Finance Card” created by trustees’ Finance Committee.

What is the cost of the production of this card?

It is better to have person-to-person contact and explanation of why it is important to make contributions than to read off a card as part of a meeting.  

We have workshops – should have workshops discussing Finance in the Fellowship.

The card would probably be put up on the group’s bulletin board but not read at meetings.

It is the members’ responsibility to combat indifference, apathy, or negative thinking when it comes to financial contributions.

Unnecessary expense.  It is like the group would be asking for money.  We need more information about where the money goes.  

Group conscience and steering committee meetings need to stress contributions.

We need to stress the birthday plan.

Sponsorship is at the root of contributions and why we contribute – also the home group and the long-time members can share their experience about why it is important to contribute.

Note:  A comparison was made to the existing “BLUE CARD” which has been around since the mid-1980s – several of the members of our group had never HEARD of the blue card on open or closed meetings.  

15 members were against production of the blue card and 2 were for its production.

B.  Discuss a proposal to replace the word “donation” with the word “Contribution” in AAWS literature.

The background information was well-received and made sense.  

“Contribution” does mean “WE”.

Unanimous for making the changes in wording.

C.  The pamphlet “Self-Support Where Money and Spirituality Mix”


1.  Request to add references about other AA information for group treasurers.

Might help the groups out – better communication.  

Unanimous in favor of adding the references provided we exhaust all supplies of the existing materials first.


2.  Discuss a request to remove the pie charts from the pamphlet.

(A history of the pie charts taken from previous Conference Advisory Actions was given by chairperson.)

Get rid of the pie charts – as they stand now. 

Rural groups not served by Intergroups may not understand percentages.

Intergroup may be in an entirely different financial position from other service entities.  What’s best for the most dollar.

Unanimous in favor of removing the pie charts


3.  Add 25/25/25/25 split pie chart to pamphlet.

Fair and equal distribution.

Substantial majority in favor of adding above pie chart IF others are removed.

D.  Discuss requests to rescind the small-order freight charge policy instituted by AAWS in 7/05.

E.  Discuss requests to eliminate the discounts on volume purchases of AAWS literature.

(We discussed these items together.)

Leave the charges and the discounts in place just as they are – we must pay for what we use.

Literature is a business – we cannot have our cake and eat it too.

Perhaps shipping and handling should be charged on ALL orders – this was a popular comment.

Our board instituted fees to defray costs – why would we send them a message that cost-saving was not approved by the Fellowship?

Rural groups need to get together in their Districts or their Area and purchase in bulk.

Any Intergroup across the country could handle orders from rural groups.

Unanimous in favor of leaving everything as it is.  (Actually ADAMANT about leaving both items as is.)

