The Conference History of the Definition of an AA Group


1962 Conference (Floor Action)

The Conference approved four specific procedures designed to improve the utility of the AA World Directory as an aid to members and groups.

1. Regarding continuing to carry the membership census of a group in the World Directory when it is known that such membership duplicates membership of other groups, it was the sense of the meeting that this problem was taken care of in the 1962 Directory by giving groups the opportunity to use "x" for group membership to indicate that all members are included in other group counts. (For example, Breakfast Groups, Women's Groups, Court Groups, etc.)

2. The delegates favored the listing of Municipal Court meetings under "Special Meetings": with "x" as the membership. In regard to Salvation Army and similar facilities, the feeling seemed to be that well-established AA groups meeting regularly and not carrying the name of the facility be listed as regular groups. If meetings are known to have transient attendance and are using the name of the facility, they ought to be listed under "Special Meetings."

3. The delegates favored continuing the policy that G.S.O. staff be guided by the definition of an AA group that appears on the front of the World Directory. Even though some groups may not practice the traditional AA program in the beginning, we should be guided by "group autonomy," it was suggested. Usually the group will, in time, comply with Tradition or become inactive. 

4. The majority of delegates were in favor of listing delegates and chairmen of area committees in the Directory. It was the sense of the meeting that the element of permission be considered in these listings.

1972 Conference (Floor Action)

AA group policy was reaffirmed that "Only those with a desire to stop drinking may be members of AA groups; only AA members are eligible to be officers of AA groups; nonalcoholics are welcome at open meetings of AA." And it is suggested that the word "family' not be used in the name of an AA group: if AAs and their nonalcoholic mates wish to meet together on a regular basis, they consider these gatherings "meetings" and not AA groups.

1974 Conference (Floor Action)

All AA groups should be listed in the World Directory* in accordance with the description of an "AA Group" long carried in the World Directory: (Floor Action) "Traditionally, two or more alcoholics meeting together for purposes of sobriety may consider themselves an AA group, provided that as a group they are self-supporting and have no outside affiliation. Groups listed in the directory are listing at their own request. A directory listing does not constitute or imply approval or endorsement of any group's approach to or practice of the traditional AA program."

"Conference members agreed that any AA member ideally should be welcome at any AA meeting. This would apply even to meetings held by members sharing special interests who choose (in line with Tradition Four on group autonomy) group names which may sound somewhat restrictive (such as groups for men only, women only, physicians, study, ethnic groups, those speaking certain languages, young people, priests, gay groups, policemen, beginners, lawyers and other professions or vocations, etc.) -- especially when no other meeting is available for an alcoholic who needs a meeting.
1980 Conference (Report and Charter)

The 1974 Conference Action regarding directory listing of AA groups be reaffirmed, ("All AA groups should be listed in the World Directory in accordance with the description of an AA group in the World Directory"), and further recommended that decisions regarding verification of "a true AA group" be resolved locally.

1981 Conference (Treatment Facilities)

The additions and changes in the "AA in Treatment Centers" pamphlet by the trustees' Committee on Treatment Facilities be accepted.

These changes basically involve the clarification of the two types of meetings held in treatment facilities: regular group meetings and treatment facilities meetings. It was specifically recommended that the six-point definition of an AA group be included in a "boxed-in" form in the pamphlet. These changes will result in new terminology; what has previously been known as a "treatment center group" will now be known as a "treatment center meeting."

1987 Conference (Report and Charter)

No change be made at this time in the definition of an AA group in the AA Directories.

1988 Conference (Literature)

The copy of the AA Group Structure be approved with the following additions:

c. That the six-point definition of an AA group found on page 32 of "The AA Group" pamphlet be added to the copy of the second paragraph.

1989 Conference (Report and Charter)

The description "What Is an AA Group" contained in "The AA Group" pamphlet be added to the The AA Service Manual, and that, when adding the material, the circular structure chart of the group be amended to include "Archives Representative."

1990 Conference (Floor Action)

The trustees' Literature Committee and the Conference Literature Committee consider the paragraph containing the six-point definition in "The AA Group" pamphlet, and bring a report and recommendation regarding this back to the 1991 General Service Conference.

	The 6-point definition of an AA Group from the 2/1990 version of the pamphlet The AA Group (pgs 8-9):

	Traditionally, any two alcoholics meeting together for purposes of sobriety may consider themselves an AA group, provided that, as a group, they are self-supporting and have no outside affiliation. 
What is an AA group?

An AA group consists of two or more alcoholics who gather together for meetings on a regular basis. These meetings are the basic source of recovery for the alcoholic who wants to stop drinking.

As a group, they are fully self-supporting, have no outside affiliations, and no opinions on outside issues. Because AA’s public relations policy is based on attraction rather than promotion, the group members maintain personal anonymity at the level of press, radio, TV and film.

The group conscience of AA in the US and Canada seems to have agreed upon six points that define an AA group:

1. All members of a group are alcoholics, and all alcoholics are eligible for membership.

2. As a group, they are fully self-supporting.

3. A group’s primary purpose is to help alcoholics recover through the Twelve Steps.

4. As a group, they have no outside affiliation.

5. As a group, they have no opinion on outside issues.

6. As a group, their public relations policy is based on attraction rather than promotion, and they maintain personal anonymity at the level of press, radio, TV and film.


1990 Conference (Floor Action)

AA Domestic Directories and the group information forms include the following:

Third Tradition (Long Form) 

Our membership ought to include all who suffer from alcoholism. Hence we may refuse none who wish to recover. Nor ought AA membership ever depend upon money or conformity. Any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobriety may call themselves an AA group, provided that, as a group, they have no other affiliation.

Fifth Tradition (Long Form)

 Each Alcoholics Anonymous group ought to be a spiritual entity having but one primary purpose-that of carrying its message to the alcoholic who still suffers.

1991 Conference (Report and Charter)

The six-point description of an AA Group in The AA Service Manual/Twelve Concepts for World Service be deleted, and be replaced by the following: 

The Long Form of Tradition Three and a section of Warranty Six, Concept Twelve aptly describe what an AA Group is:

Tradition Three:

Our membership ought to include all who suffer from alcoholism. Hence we may refuse none who wish to recover. Nor ought AA membership ever depend upon money or conformity. Any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobriety may call themselves an AA group, provided that, as a group, they have no other affiliation."

Warranty Six:

". . . much attention has been drawn to the extraordinary liberties which the AA Traditions accord to the individual member and to his group; no penalties to be inflicted for nonconformity to AA principles; no fees or dues to be levied-voluntary contributions only; no member to be expelled from AA-membership always to be the choice of the individual; each AA group to conduct its internal affairs as it wishes-it being merely requested to abstain from acts that might injure AA as a whole; and finally that any group of alcoholics gathered together for sobriety may call themselves an AA group provided that, as a group, they have no other purpose or affiliation."

The eleven minor changes suggested by the trustees' Literature Committee and revised by this committee be included at the next printing of "The AA Group" pamphlet, with the exception of insert #2 containing the six-point definition of an AA group, which will be deleted.

1992 Conference (Treatment Facilities)

The six points defining an AA group in the pamphlet "AA in Treatment Facilities" be deleted, and that the definition of a group in the pamphlet be consistent with the definition of a group in the "AA Group" pamphlet.

1992 Conference (Literature)

The six-point definition of an AA group be removed from all literature and replaced by the long form of Tradition Three and a section of Warranty Six, Concept XII (listed below):

Tradition Three: 

"Our membership ought to include all who suffer from alcoholism. Hence we may refuse none who wish to recover. Nor ought AA membership ever depend upon money or conformity. Any two or three alcoholics gathered together for sobriety may call themselves an AA group, provided that, as a group, they have no other affiliation."

Warranty Six: 

". . . much attention has been drawn to the extraordinary liberties which the AA Traditions accord to the individual member and to his group: no penalties to be inflicted for nonconformity to AA principles; no fees or dues to be levied-voluntary contributions only; no member to be expelled from AA-membership always to be the choice of the individual; each AA group to conduct its internal affairs as it wishes-it being merely requested to abstain from acts that might injure AA as a whole; and finally that any group of alcoholics gathered together for sobriety may call themselves an AA group provided that, as a group, they have no other purpose or affiliation."

2000 Conference (Report and Charter)

The description of the AA Group (Long Form Tradition Three and a section of Warranty Six, in Concept Twelve) be added in Chapter Two: "The Group and Its GSR" in The AA Service Manual.
